0911159 \ '

Internal Letter Rockwell International

-

Date " April 10, 1987 No. - DL-GLPIV-5

3

B008245.

TO (Name, Organization, Internal Address) FROM (Name, Organization, Internal Address, Phone)

" Distribution - G. L. Potter _
’ - HS&E Ops. Mgmt.
- Building 123
- 4098
i
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.

Attached is a news release from David Skagg's Office explaining the
proposed "people's experts" review panel to oversee fluid bed
incinerator operations., An Executive Committee is being established:
consisting of representatives from Skagg's office, CDH, the cities of
Arvada, Broomfield, and counties of Adams, Boulder, and Jefferson.
The Executive Committee will appoint members to the review panel.

The duties of the panel and the selection criteria are described in
the attached -materials. - - : ‘ o '
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NEWS RELEASE March 29. 1987

SKAGGS PROPQOSES INDEPEINDENT PANEL TO REVIZW ROCKY FLATS INCINERATION PLAN

Congressman David Skagzs (D-Colorado} todav announced plans for an independent

panel to analvze the Rocky Flats Weapons Plant proposal to incinerate mixed

hazardous and radioactive wastes.

Under a draft the panel is to be established by Congressman Skaggs:

agreement,

the cities of Arvada. 3roomfi2id and Westminster: and Adams. Bouider and

Jefferson counties. A final agreement {0 set up the panel! will have to

formal approval bv the and county commissioners of the

governments involved.

The panel is to consist of experts in the areas of radioactive and hazardous

emissions. chemical engineering. process control engineering. public health

arolection and occupational safety and healih.

"They will be the pecple’s experts.” Skages explained. “They will be able to’

deal with the scientists Rockwell International and the Department of

own They will

.

Energy on their terms in evaluating the incineration proposal.

be chosen for their independence and obijectivity to produce an independent.

N

unbiased evaluation of the Rocky Flats plan.’

(more)
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The Rocky Flats Plant has applied to the Culorado Department of Health for a
permit to use an incineration process to reduce the quantity and toxicity of
plant wastes. The permit application and evaluation includes a proposed trial
incineration of a sample of mixed wastes. which include some radioactive

materials.

"Since the announcement of the incineration proposal. public concern about the

incineration has mushroomed. On March 12. over 400 concerned citizens attended

a public briefing orcanized bv Skaggs to discuss the proposal with Rockwell
officials and Department of Energy representatives. The idea of an independent
panel to product an unbviased review of the incineration proposal grew out of

ficials folilowing that public

~,

discussions between Skages and local elected o

meeting.

Under the proposed acreement. the panel's work will be financed by the three
cities and three counties. which will provide up to $5.000 each. All meetings

of the panel and all documents produced bv it will be open to the public.

(EDITORS/REPORTERS: For more information on the agreement. contact Nancy

Hughes in the Skaggs' Washington office at (202) 223-2161.)
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ALY DUNURESSMAN 0AVID 3RS
FOR AN INDEPENDENT REVIEW PAREL TO EVALUATE
“HZ SUCGESTED RUCKY SLATS INCINERATION
Huroh. 29,

[SERS-R o e . i eiem

PURPOSE: To provide independent and unbiased information. analysis.
and recommendaticns to Congressman David Skaggs. the sponsoring cities and
counties. the Colorado Department of Health. and the public regarding the
proposal to incinerute mixed hazardous and radioactive wastes at Rocky Flats.

Background and Current Situation

Since 13933. the Rocky Flats plant has nandled large guantities of
plutonium, uranium. and other radioactive materials. as well as a variety of
hazardous chemicals. in the manufacture of nuclear weapon components. In
recent months. because of changes in state and federal waste regulations. the
plant has accumulated some fortv thousand cubic feet of "mixed wastes"--
hazardous materials containing small amounts of radioactive materials.

Some public health officials believe transportation of these wastes in
such large volume to distant storage sites would create additional health
isks. Further. nc sites in the United States zre now zuthcrized to accept

mlxed wastes. '

An agreement reached in 1986 gave the Colorado Department of Health
{CDH) authority o rcogulate thess mixed wastes in Celorado. In response to that
new authority. Roecky Flats has applied to CDH for 3 permit for a comprehensive
program Jor management of both aewiv generated wastes and these already stored
at the plant. ' :

As part of that program. the Department of Energy (DGE)}. federal ;
manager of the plant, and Rockwell International. contract operator of the
plant. propose to use a fluidized bed incinerator at Rocky Flats to reduce the
volume and toxicity of some of the mixed wastes. The residue from this process
would then be mixed with cement and formed into blocks. ;

To gather information on the proposed incineration. Rocky Flats plans
a trial operation of the incineration eguipment o process 3100 pounds of
chemical and radiocactive wastes. including plutonium. The trial is planned for
this spring. CDE would review the results of this incineration trial before
deciding whether to issue a permit for the general waste management plan.
Public meetings may also De held regarding the trial incineration.

This proposal has elicited a q eat deal of concern from citizens and,
loczal government officials. Many pertinent guestions have been raised about the
trial incineration and the full-scale implementation of the incineration
proposal.

It is critical that these guestions be carefully reviewed and answered
so public officials and members of the public can have the best possible '

"information for responding to this proposal. it is egually important that all.

relevant information be made available to the public.

{more)
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Statement of Purpose

Congressman David Skaggs. the Cities of Arvada. Broomfield. and
Westminster. and the Counties of Adams, Boulder. and Jefferson agree to
establish an independent panel to review the Rockv Flats incineration proposal.
The purpose of the review will be to provide information., analysis. and
recommendations to assist Congressman Skaggs. the sponsoring governmental
bodies. the Colorado Department of Health. and the public in determining what
actions are appropriate in this matter.

The panel will be purely advisory. and its existence should not be
construed as affecting the authority and responsibility of the Colorado
Department of Health in reviewing and acting on the proposed permit.

The members of this panel will be chosen {rom the scientific and 4
health disciplines necessary for a thorough analvsis of the public health and.
safety implications of the proposal. The panel members also will be chosen for

their independence and objiectivity.
All meetings of the panel and all documents produced by it will be
open to the public.
Charge to the Panel .
The panel will:
i) Review the proposal for a2 trial incineration.
2) Advise whether the trial should proceed and. if so.
whether all necessary steps have been established to
assure public health and safety during the trial. and to

ensure the itrial will provide the information needed to
evaluate the permit application.

3) Observe the trial incineration. if it occurs.

£

the incineration procedures and data from the triel

5) Review the proposal for the full incineration operation.

6) Advise whether the full incineration operation should be
undertaken and. if so. whether all necessary steps have been
established to assure public health and safety during the
operation and, if no

t. what alternative methods should be
selected. ' '
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7) Meet with appropriate officials and scientists from DOE and
Rockwell to review the proposals for the test and full
incinerations.

8} Report its fincdings and recommendations o Congressman
Skaggs. the sponsoring governmental bodies. the Colorado
Department of Health. and the public. including a written ;
document and a public presentation to and discussion with i
the Executive Committee regarding the findings and ‘
recommendations. ;

Selection of the Panel

The panel members will be chosen to include expertise in these
subjects:

a) Airborne radioactive and hazardous emissions. with emphasis
on their behavior and control. -

b} Chemical engineering. with emphasis on chemical and physical
processes in incinerators.

te,

c) Puolic health proteciion and risk assessment. specifically

relating to radicactive and hazardous materials.

d) Sampling analysis technigues including continuous monitoring
of radioactive and hazardous emissions. :

e) Process control engineering for evaluating incinerator
mechanics..

f) Occupational! safety and health.

Congressman Skaggs will name members of the panel after consultation
with the sponsoring governmental bodies and the Coiorado Department of Health.

Administration and Expenses

Each of the sponsoring governmental bodies--~the Arvada, Broomfield.
and Westminster City Councils and the Adams County. Boulder County. and
Jefferson County Boards of Commissioners--pledges financial support for panel
expenses in egual shares of up to $5.000 each. to be approved through the
normal appropriations or disbursement procedures of each body.
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Executive Coamittee

An Executive Committee will receive the report{s) of the panel and
deal with anyv administrative matters that may acise in the implementation of
this agreement.

The Executive Committee will be comprised of Congressman Skaggs as
chairman and one representative each selected {rom its membership by the Arvada
City Council. the Broomfield City Council. the Westminster City Council, the
Adams County Board of Commissioners. the Boulder County Board of Commissioners,
and the Jefferson County Board of Commissioners. The Executive Director of the
Colorado Department of Health or his designee will participate in all meetings
of the EIxecutive Committee to review and provide information regarding the
regulatory permitting process.




